In taking up this work, we trust that neither the author nor the reader will anticipate, that we purpose bringing before the one the substance of an elementary treatise on physiology, or that it is our intention to scrutinize, with the minuteness of very detailed criticism, the claims of the other to the merits of an able and advantageous performance. We are sick and sorry when we say it, but physiology in any form is among the least vendible articles which we take to market in these miserly days of greedy money-making, and although we might be discharging a wholesome and honourable duty, were we to stop and reason with our readers upon their shameful indifference to physiological discoveries and physiological discoverers, yet if it be true, as we believe it is, that all our reasoning on this subject would be utterly lost upon nine-tenths of those whom we address, we must feel it to be more imperatively our duty, both as regards them and ourselves, not to enter into any dispute upon the matter. The day is fast coming, when a knowledge of physiology will be considered somewhat more substantial than an ornamental fringe in the texture of a physician's education, and when to be able to discover and to remedy deranged function will be considered as indispensable, as to detect and to renovate impaired structure; but at present we fear that we must suffer the amor nurnmi, which is so epidemically pre-
and in the remaining seven, which engross nearly half the book, are considered the more purely animal and metaphysical faculties. In a few important preliminary observations, with which he prefaces his description of the " laws of vital contractions," the Dr. observes?
"As the phenomena of life are seen only in bodies more or less organized, it has been conjectured that they depend merely on organization ; but when we inquire how organization has been effected, we find that it implies in every instance, where we can observe it, the previous existence of vitality ; and therefore must be regarded as one of its effects, not as its cause.
On the other hand, the supposition entertained by others, of a material substance, such as an etherial or subtile fluid, superadded to organization during life, and producing the phenomena of life, is both unsupported by evidence, and useless in the explanation of facts.
Setting aside both these hypotheses, we hold that all physiological inquiries are intended only to ascertain the conditions, under which the various phenomena of Life take place, and naturally terminate in a reference to certain Laws of Vitality, or 
